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What better way to introduce young children to the world of Mozart than by reading them this

stunning picture book? Caldecott Honor-winner Rachel Isadora recounts the life of Wolfgang

Amadeus Mozart -- with special emphasis on his childhood -- in clear, straight forward language

perfect for little listeners. Each spread features an exquisite watercolor painting depicting Mozart at

a different point in his life.
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YOUNG MOZART by Rachel Isadora is an acceptable way to introduce young children to the child

prodigy Mozart. The very basic facts of his life story are outlined clearly and precisely. There are a

few interesting anecdotes to liven the text: his father's nightly duets with the very young Mozart,

Mozart's introduction to Marie Antoinette, his own children's pet starling, and his friends gathering

around his death bed to sing the unfinished requiem. But Mozart's life seems quite conventional and

tranquil, which is far from the story we know to be true. The pictures in the book, however, are

charming and beautiful. It was the illustrations, in fact, that turned my own seven year old son from

an audience who insisted he was not going to pay any attention if we didn't read a book about

animals into a little boy who wanted to know why Mozart could write music before he could write

sentences, why he had to wear a wig, and why he died when he was so young. The basic facts are



there, and combined with the pictures make the book more memorable for children.

We, my students and I, love this book. It is a main take-out in our school library. I teach 3rd grade

and I love to introduce my students to the arts. I find that Rachel Isadora's books often deal with

artistic themes and I love all of them. I especially like this book because of the illustrations and the

history that she writes about. I thank you for this super addition to our collection.

This is a most wonderful book. I am a music teacher and just went online to order a 10 for my

students. I love this book and find it very helpful when teaching about classical music, especially to

young children. I hope Ms. Isadora is planning on creating more books about composers and music

in general.
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